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STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE — WEAR ORANGE WEDNESDAY 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Emergency Services) [6.20 pm]: It is my 
pleasure to rise this evening and take the opportunity to acknowledge that today is “Wear Orange Wednesday”, 
more commonly known as WOW Day. I acknowledge the many members in this place who have chosen to wear 
either a ribbon or an orange tie today or those in the other place who have orange jackets. It is great that we are all 
here to acknowledge the wonderful work of our State Emergency Service volunteers. WOW Day is celebrated 
every May during National Volunteer Week. Over the past 12 months, SES volunteers have done some extraordinary 
things, not only locally in Western Australia, but they have also travelled further afield to help out in places such 
as New South Wales and Queensland, which experienced devastating floods. 
On a daily basis, the SES goes above and beyond. It helps respond to emergencies throughout the state. The 
SES has about 2 100 volunteers in Western Australia. Over the past year, I am told that they dedicated more than 
23 700 hours responding to emergencies or calls for help. They make an extraordinary contribution to our state 
and are a reminder of how important volunteers are to the safety of all Western Australians. It is important to bear 
in mind that many of these people have jobs. They go to work and sometimes get called out at the end of the day, 
in the middle of the night or during the day. They are grateful to their employers who allow them to go out and do 
a range of jobs. Whether it is storms, floods or cyclones that hit Western Australian communities, the SES answers 
calls for help, and it is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and it responds without hesitation. 
A number of our SES units deployed volunteers to assist in the search for missing Carnarvon child Cleo Smith last 
October. That search lasted nearly three weeks. The volunteers involved provided valuable support to the WA Police 
Force. Volunteers were also called upon to respond to significant flooding in the Kimberley earlier this year when more 
than 320 millimetres of rain fell in a 24-hour period. The SES provided sandbags to locals to keep the floodwaters at 
bay. As I said, others dealt with the unprecedented floods that occurred in New South Wales and Queensland. 
To show our appreciation for the SES, the state government arranged for various locations around the city to be lit 
up in orange tonight. I am told that a number of regional councils in places such as Broome, Busselton, Geraldton 
and the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder will also light up important buildings in their communities. 
I had the pleasure of meeting a number of SES volunteers in Kings Park this morning. They were volunteers from 
the Bassendean, Cockburn and Serpentine–Jarrahdale SES units. I was able to provide the keys to two new general 
rescue utilities to those units as part of the McGowan government’s investment of $140 million into frontline 
emergency services vehicles. The new vehicles were kitted out in SES livery. It was great to be part of that event. 
On behalf of all Western Australians, including members in this place, I wish to sincerely thank those SES volunteers 
for their ongoing dedication to our community and for the work they do in helping keep our community safe. I also 
want to acknowledge their families, friends and employers who support them. Thanks very much. Happy WOW Day. 

Statement 
HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [6.23 pm]: I also rise to attribute myself to the remarks of the Minister 
for Emergency Services, who has just delivered a very welcome ministerial statement during members’ statements 
this evening. I also want to recognise the more than 1 790 State Emergency Service volunteers in Western Australia. 
Orange is not a natural colour of choice for me when one considers my English complexion, but I am proud to 
wear my orange tie and ribbon to recognise these orange angels in all the forms and functions in which they deliver 
service to our great state. 
The SES has had an interesting history. It has transformed effectively from a civil defence function post–the Cold War 
era to what we have today—a diverse, modern and professional emergency service. From land search to flood, from 
cyclone to rescue, my first exposure to the SES was as a boarding student in Moora in 1999 when that town was 
devastated by three floods in a very short period. I remain amazed to this day at the paramilitary-like professionalism, 
capability and capacity of this service. 
Most members would be aware of the SES’s role in flood or land search. Many may not know that it plays an 
important role in incident management, logistics, planning, transport and many other functions, not only in traditional 
areas of natural disaster such as cyclones or floods, but also in fires and other emergencies. In 2021 alone, the SES 
responded to 5 175 requests for assistance, which is quite a staggering number. When we reflect on the logo of the 
State Emergency Service, we see that it bears a swan and the words “we serve”. President, today I thank the SES 
for its service and the service to the people of Western Australia. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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